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A very mixed volume this time. Happy family photos, weird art gallery installations, rusty cars and the sad, sad 
news from Israel/Gaza. 


| can’t begin to convey my thoughts on this last subject as Lynn and | feel almost guilty going about our normal life 
with so much suffering on both sides across the world. The news media on tv and radio brings it into everyone's 
homes and unfortunately nowadays mistruths and deliberate distortions make it difficult to see the ‘wood from 
the trees’ . The result we find is that suddenly everyone is an expert on the situation and polarisation of views re- 
sult . That antisemitism is rearing its ugly head is one result and sometimes any excuse brings it to the surface. 
With so much media coverage on this subject one wonders how balanced people’s viewpoints can be. Other brutal 
world situations don’t seem to illicit the same degree of public outrage as any involving Israel. 


Enough said. 


Lynn and | don’t always agree with politics from there, but the whole situation seems hell bent on confrontation. If 
an outcome could be envisaged it might make more sense. What is the logic behind the terrorist atrocities?... what 
is the logic behind the ground invasion?... Both only lead to more deaths and more violence but the rational be- 
hind them is certainly not evident to me. However, sitting comfortably away from the action it is easy to be clever. 
One wonders what one would think if one was in Gaza or in an exposed kibbutz. 


| have learnt from bitter experience to try to step back from a knee-jerk reaction because the result can some- 
times be far worse and in hindsight one should have looked for an outcome that would not smoulder on. 


| see violence being countered by more violence in many countries, including our own, with the result that genera- 
tions follow on with hatred instilled in their whole life and this continues to future generations often without the 
original causes being known. 


We all know different races and religions living harmoniously together many of which have identical backgrounds., 
yet some higher power dictates that this is not ‘normal’ and it becomes the exception. Sad. 


Why must mankind be so entrenched with the desire to be violent and in doing so self-destruct. Harmony is the 
answer and tolerance with give and take. Yes, | know it’s easy for me to say but show me a more sensible alterna- 
tive and | will happily endorse it. 


What sort of world are we leaving to our children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. 


| don’t want my Photo history volumes to become political but it is difficult not to write about it ...otherwise it is 
the ‘elephant in the room’ and readers might think we were blissfully unaware of what’s going on round us. 


DP has just sent us photos from the Tribal Gathering in Panama with DJ’s and music and workshops. It looks an 
absolute paradise. 


Larnie was in the heat too with a friend and just got back. As it has turned cold now it seems amazing that a flight 
away it is still baking hot. 


Tammy has lots of friends now many are widows like herself and they seem a great and lively bunch.. | have had 
some quality time with Tammy cutting her lawn and the ‘before’ and ‘after’ were so marked it was worth the effort 


Even without the jammy dodgers. 


Beau is busy and we get some great photos with Otterlie and she is growing so quickly. Peachy, likewise changes 
every time we see her and is a lovely girl with some great talents. Both of them enjoy life. With a gregarious mum 
like Angeal we expect nothing less and she is always busy teaching or on courses. What a great family 


"I'm putting on a festival again at Weston Super Mare folks and I'd love you both to 


come" 


That was all it took for us to join DP, our great son, on a really hot weekend in September 
2023 


A call enroute directed us to our meeting point in an extravaganza of colourful rigs, stilt 
walkers in outrageous costumes, hoards of people milling round The Italian Garden, and 
our son, resplendent in a ‘suit of many colours, a ray of sunshine in his role as compere 
of events. 


Recognising us from many previous events the stilt 
alkers shouted down their smiling, painted 


reetings from way above us, but sadly we were 
nable to reach them to exchange kisses. 


ngela, our daughter in law, with patiently accepting 


Raoul, the ever present faithful hound calmly wove 
1 between the crowds to welcome us. As always, she 
ooked radiant and her smiles are something we 
reasure. 


hat a treat we were in for. 


A four person team of two young girls interacted with their male opposite numbers and with creamed and chalked hands 


acted out a remarkable tableau of climbing and dancing skills on their tubular rig. 
Fascinated youngsters and parents sat with parasols and sunglasses immersed in the performance 


DP, known to everyone as 'Fluffy' introduced us proudly as Mum and Dad to many of his great friends and we felt a real 
part of the show. 


His hand mike then boomed out a wonderful accolade of thanks for this great performance, echoed by the hundreds of 
pigeons (or were they seagulls?) on the Pavilion roof. His enthusiasm secured a wonderful applause followed by a slow 
movement of the assembled crowds to the ‘totally original’ wonderful international act that was now setting up on the 
opposite side of the square. 


The sun shone down on the happy enthusiastic gathering of people of all ages, every combination of ethnic groups all with 
one commonality..everyone was smiling and totally enjoying the day. 


This new group of world class acrobats, musicians and performers involved the crowds who had gathered round their stage 
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and various rigs in a way that took inclusive Street Theatre to a whole new level. 


It is almost impossible to paint a one-dimensional word picture of what happened next as it was a totally multi-faceted per- 
formance. 


A section of the crowd were persuaded to haul on a rope which, under their professional guidance, raised a high wire per- 
formance platform and caused a hilarious reaction as it shot skywards. 


Meanwhile one of the cast worked the crowd and got a hilarious interaction from everyone by persuading old and young 
to chat candidly into the mike in a friendly and gentle manner. No, one was embarrassed. 


Meanwhile the musicians and singers were on stage and by this time the crowd were totally immersed. 


It just got better and better, as so called 'choirs' laughingly led by Fluffy" sang from one side on command and kids ap- 
peared suddenly from all around when prompted to 'bash' the hooter button heralding a neck-straining' aerial act high 
above us which got more and more daring as the show continued. 


The Famous Weston Wobblies Choir 


A member of the public was heard to 'boo' and was publicly shamed on stage. 
Was this a stooge??..who knows. 
Everyone was encouraged to drop to the floor and even us 'oldens' somehow managed to join them. 


The 'shamed' disgruntled booing member of the public looked over our head and slowly described the act 'apparently hap- 
pening’ behind us all. As we were all seated facing the stage, we were unable to see the performance behind us that he was 
describing in such detail but his commentary was slowly delivered in minute detail and we all applauded as he left the 
stage. 


Then music and singing continued and we marvelled at the multi-skilled performances of the entire crew, even without the 
humour and inclusive style they would have been show stoppers, but here was a display that one had to be present at to 
enjoy in its entirety. 


Suddenly two of the cast appeared in the middle of us performing some totally wonderful and original acrobatics which was 
accompanied by a commentary that had a familiar ring. 
Yes, it was the slowly spoken commentary from earlier, coming over the sound system and was now being re-enacted in 


front of our eyes . 
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This is a totally unexpected area of acrobatics, humour and showmanship that had the crowds in hysterics and the applause 
that followed displayed the enthusiastic crowd appreciation 


Meanwhile the two rigs behind us alternated with a show of aerial daring and humour with high trapese and rig platforms 
and teeter boards being used in ways that had us all spellbound. 


What a show and Fluffy directed the well -earned applause that seemed never ending with a endorsement of thanks to the 
Belgian ensemble who were outstanding. 


We were then introduced to the great cast and it felt like an honour to be photographed with these top liners. Many of 


Fluffy's friends came to say 'hi' to us and we were so happy to be amongst such a wonderful crowd on this wonderful hot 


sunny day in an English seaside town where everyone had one intention..'to enjoy the day’ 


Other acts followed all around the square which again were enthusiastically welcomed by the crowds and we left to check 
into our hotel for a very, very short interlude before joining the parade band and dancers assembled in the square 


The enthusiasm of this group called 'Smoosh' was infectious and many performers were physically challenged and even the 
drummer in his wheelchair was an integral part of the whole ensemble. After a great dance and music display where the 
laughter and sounds were rivalled by the clapping of the crowds, the whole procession slowly left the square worming its 
way towards the seashore. 


Wow, this was so great. 


Frequent stops en route through the town, involved the whole group in dancing and singing and laughter as the music 
stopped many times and then restarted at a given signal which was so enthusiastically encompassed by the following crowds 


Crossing the busy shore road, the whole ensemble invaded the beach and that's where it really kicked off. 
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Crossing the busy shore road, the whole ensemble invaded the beach and that's where it really kicked off. 


Dancing and singing with the large shiny brass musical instruments appearing at random amongst the crowds getting eve- 
ryone involved. 


The saxophonist jumped up onto the wall next to me giving a solo that was enthusiastically received by all. The atmosphere 


was so alive that when it eventually finished, the applause 
went on and on and on. 


What a finale! 


Meeting our great son later for a Turkish bite in a local restaurant ended our very special day with a family bond of love 
that only life itself can coordinate 


This word picture is painted at 4.30am in the morning as | wanted to ‘get it down' while the impressions were still in the 
forefront of my mind. 


| hope to have captured some of the moments described with my ever-present camera and if so | can pepper this word 
poem with actually moments frozen in time. 


This is what | love best and which | hope will remain as a unique memory of a very special day 


RMK and JTK Sept 2023 
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“1 caw barely bother to be Lazy” 


...dow't we all feel Like that sometimes 


In September, Lynn and | did part of the 


Photo History - - Cotswold Way and photos etc from that great 


walk are together in Volume 146 


The ‘lad’s“ September walk was a circular walk 
from Kingston through Bushey Park (with deer) and then 
along the Thames path back to lunch at a pub in Kingston 


Amazing to see these large trout in the river 
that flowed through the park 
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Quite a few of us regular swim- 
mers get together at one of Crews 
Hill garden centres for coffee and 
cakes (this time at Woldens) . It is 
a great relaxed social occasion and 
it seems to be enjoyed by all of us 


Angela, recently retired after 35 years at Boots, 
announced that she had been approved to foster 
children and we were all delighted 


Lynn and | checked on the progress of the memorial 


oaks we planted in memory of Ben and Arnon 
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This is the lovely view down towards 


where they are planted 


These are the protectors with 
the little oaks ‘doing well’ inside. 


The path from Hadley Road/ferny 
hill down the Enfield Chase with 
the obelisk in Trent Park at the top 


We have now done 25 Saturday Park rune 


and have beaten our personal best times 


After the run we 

meet at the park 

café and here Lyn 
(a retired GP) ex- 
amines Derek's 


Yes, | call it a ‘run’ 
but | actually 
‘walk’ the 3 laps 
every week! 
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Tammy’s lawn was so 
overgrown and we spent 
three sessions clearing 
the main lawn and then 


we went through the arch 


and tackled the really 

long grass in the rear 

lawn. It was tiring but 
great fun 
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Mid October saw us doing 


the final tree survival and 
it was a very high figure 
and that, combined by a 
sunny day, gave us a real 
boost 
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a measured rope 
attached 


Clipboard to rec- 
ord data of ‘living’ 
and ‘dead’ trees in 

a given circle 
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..and finally the 
‘clicker’ to count 
the numbers 


3s 
Oo 
cB) 
om 
~~ 
€ 
Oo 
— 
(oo 
w 
ze) 
— 
oO 
S 
coB) 
com 
~~ 
qe 
[o) 
oD) 
c 
oO 


Highlands Hospital , converted 


to flats and this is after a fire 
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Photo History How attractive London can be so easily spoilt 


by the very people that could enjoy it 


The grass verges now littered 


with nitrous oxide aerosols 
which are ‘used’ by people 
getting high 


x Et 


These trees have all been 
planted fairly recently 
and surrounded by pro- 
tection wires cages They 
also provide convenient 
rubbish disposal points 
for some people. If these 
"people’ had brains they 
would be dangerous 
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Photo History “= Not known for its love of beauty, our local supermarket some- 
times displays some really great natural art 
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Good friends, Cristina and Jose 
took their trusty camper van to 
the lake district where the family 
all turned up and they sent us 
these photos 


Larnie has really taken to cooking (no idea where this came from0O 


, 


and she gets totally involved in what she is preparing 


Tammy with 
friends and her 
‘controversial ‘ 


pink door. Larnie 


with Dan and 
happy families 


Cabinet reshuffles, party con- 
ference etc all put Larnie un- 
der a lot of stress so Jake 
turned up with flowers... 
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Sue and Stu at Tamm’s 
and DP with Sian in 
Wales. (she sent us this 
shot) 
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Otterlie is growing up so quick- 
ly and we look forward to 
meeting her. Beau looks so ‘in 
control’ 
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| have ‘held fire’ with comments and photos of the unfolding Israeli/Gaza 
situation as it is obviously so fraught with anxiety and everyone has opin- 


ions and many are forced into taking sides whatever the reasons behind 


their stance. Personally, we can only see escalating problems and as | write 


the population of Gaza , for their own protection, have been ordered to 


evacuate very speedily to the north to prevent civilian casualties once the 


ground forces invade. This is after terribly harrowing footage and record- 


ings and eye witness accounts of the terrorist invasion and subsequent 


events. . It makes us feel inadequate and helpless and we have donated 


requirements via a collection point but our involvement seems to end 


there. | feel almost like a traitor when | carry on my daily routine in the 


knowledge that there has been, and will be, so much suffering. It is as if 


man has this innate desire to self-destruct and often the war mongers on 


both sides keep themselves safe whilst innocent people and families are 


maimed , killed and suffer traumas that don’t bear thinking about. Anyway, 


| will keep entering information but from our perspective. Our late cousin 


Arnon was a very deep thinker and Mallory posts us a daily’ diary’ from Je- 


rusalem and | almost feel duty-bound to read it as it saddens me so much 


hairbytreesa 
Follow Follow 


onicle 
10 Down treet, Westminister, London, 


After the atrocities , 


this is Downing Street 
And this is the Brandenburg 


Gate in Berlin 


| don’t intend to keep a daily diary of events. These 
will unfold and be reported much more accurately 
than | can do, in all the news media, so my Photo 
History will show how this reacts with us on a per- 
sonal level . | reiterate that we all feel so helpless 
and impotent ...unable to prevent the inevitable 
consequences . On both sides are so many vic- 
tims...victims of a situation that they are neither re- 
sponsible for, or more importantly, able to prevent. 
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This is copied from Mallorie’s daily posts to our family on WhatsApp 


14th October 2023 Sad times...a message from Mallory from Israel , the morning of Israel’s incursion into Gaza 


On a happier note, Lynn and | went 
aus to see the Sarah Lucas Exhibition at 
Tate Britain. Apparently, her inten- 


tions is to distort everyday life with 


The artwork s C BP mischievous ways using sex, class, 
is Ofili’s r happiness and mortality. | will show 


some of the artworks and let you 
decide if they are art or just childish- 
ness. | have interspersed these with 
some ‘people shots’ as they are 
often more fascinating than the art 


This art work dominated the 
entire staircase outside the 
exhibition and was very eye- 
catching 
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Lydia Ourahmane born 1992 
Born Saida (Algeria), studied London, 
lives Algiers, Barcelona 


The Third Choir 2014 
20 oil barrels, CZ-SHE radio transmitter, 
20 Samsung E2121B phones 


The Third Choir is a sound installation 
comprising 20 empty oil barrels from the 
Algerian oil company, Naftal. Each barrel 
contains a mobile phone linked to an 

FM radio channel. The signal will improve if 
you lean towards the barrel. Algeria relies 
on the revenue it gets from oil, and many 
Algerians blame the oil industry for the 
country’s social and economic problems. 
This leads to a desire to leave, often through 
illegal migration to Europe. The barrels have 
taken the same journey to Europe as the 
one often taken by migrants from Algeria. 


Purchased from Jonathan Ellis King with funds provided by New 
Tate International Council and Shane Akeroyd 2021. X83412 
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MATERIAL AS MESSAGE 


We are invited to look at, listen to, smell 
and read the artworks in this display. Five 
different artists encourage us to become 
participants in the artwork. 


These Tate collection works use diverse materials to reveal and 
memorialise the temporary or intangible: journeys, lives lived, 
and the links between people and parts of the world. 


Vong Phaophanit’s Neon Rice Field contains white rice and 
neon lights. When combined they create the optical illusion of 
an undulating paddy field. For the artist, this ‘third material’ 


symbolises the idea of cultural identity as unfixed and imaginary. 


For Untitled (Staircase), Rachel Whiteread cast in plaster the inside 
of a building that had been a church, a synagogue and a factory. 
The artwork makes solid the memories that were associated 

with this space. 


In Lydia Ourahmane’s The Third Choir, twenty echoing oil barrels 
stand in place of Algerian migrants, having taken the same route 
across the Mediterranean Sea to Europe. 


Monument by Susan Hiller replicates memorial plaques from 
Postman’s Park, near St Paul's Cathedral, London. The plaques 
commemorate people who died while saving the lives of 
others. The work’s accompanying sound piece reflects on the 
representation of life after death. 


At the north end of the gallery, Anya Gallaccio’s preserve ‘beauty’ 
sees 2,000 gerbera flowers in bloom, wilt, die and decay — the 
cycle of life, contained between two panes of glass. 

‘Supported by 


AGC 
Peart Pannen} 


ceed) raat tas 1 the 
Support the Rotunda and Duveen Galleries Collection 


Ty TO RENCUE TWO WORKMEN 
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| personally love this shot (it is one of two that | find fascinating for some un- 


known reason)...i just love watching the interreact ion between people | guess 
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GODDESS 
2022 aE 
Bronze, concrete, mild steel 
xecasr” "east 


tif 


FAT DORIS 


2023 
Tights, wire, wool, shoes, 
armchair, breeze blocks 


Courtesy the artist and Sadie Coles HO, London 
X88507 


2022 
Bronze, concrete 


Xoo the artist 


35 


Photo History 


This is the second shot that | also find fascinating. When people 
are engrossed in looking at something, they are not aware of my 
camera and | find these candid shots memorable 


COOL CHICK 


BABY — = 


Tee aetna ie = 
acrylic paint, vinyl, metal chair 
Colecton of Alexander VPs 
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Sadie 


2015 
Plaster, cigarette, toilet 


Collection of Alexander V. Petalas 
86907 
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Earning 


a crust 
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SARAH LUCAS: 
HAPPY GAS 


28 September 2023 - 14 January 2024 


Since 1990, Sarah Lucas has been making art that 
distorts everyday life. The expressiveness of ordinary 
things is coaxed out, or just noticed and pointed at. 

In this exhibition, a banana, lightbulbs, concrete, fish, 

a car, tights, chairs, tabloid newspapers and cigarettes 
are used to explore the human condition. Mischievously 
and honestly, Lucas asks universal questions about our 
origins, sex, class, happiness and mortality. 


Lucas’s strange, familiar and funny forms are deeply 
personal. HAPPY GAS is also narrated entirely in her own 
voice. Yet the familiar themes and images in her work 
could be about any of us. The exhibition tells a fuller 
story than the 1990s Young British Art scene that Lucas 
is so often associated with. Through self-portraits, a 
young Lucas and the now 60-year-old artist look at each 
other's work. We see reminiscence, social comment, 
family, childhood and collaborative friendship running 
through almost 35 years of making art. 


Lucas has always challenged the conventions of 
photography, sculpture and collage through her choice 
of subjects and materials. What might appear rough 

or casual is in fact a careful manipulation of materials, 
words and her own image. In the exhibition, she creates 
a mood of grit, shock and play, regularly punctuated 
by the darkness and pleasure of sex, smoking and 
food. Lucas‘s subversion of social realism points to 
what is both laughable and demeaning about class and 
gender stereotypes. Too many limbs, no heads, explicit 
metaphors and huge food give this realism a magical 
quality, creating a defiant, joyful and vital atmosphere. 
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Inferno 


2000 
Toilet, walnuts, Cigar, fire bulb, 
wire 


Tate. Presented aS part of th 


 D. Daskalopoulos 
Collection Gift 2023 
716069 
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Sarah Lucass saw the starnge beauty of destroyed cars in this exhibition (see above) which re- 


~—] minded me of the shots Lynn and | took in 2006 onwards and are on the next few pages... 


- eT Mbt, Lik b : ; Cy rr, 
Sia — 7 
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| find the people on this shot add a human element to the 


outstanding beauty of this wonderful palace of the arts. 
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A different viewpoint of Francis Bacon #1 


A different viewpoint of Francis Bacon #2 
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The V&A has such 
a host of fantastic 
art and objects 
and yet | probably 
see beauty in 
some unorthodox 
ways 


